Postbacterial sepsis and disseminated candidiasis.
The effect of gram-negative sepsis (Escherichia coli) on the capacity of polymorphonuclear leucocytes (PMN) to phagocytize and kill Candida albicans was assessed. The PMN's from septic dogs phagocytized C. albicans as well as PMN's from non-septic dogs. The PMN's from septic dogs that phagocytized C. albicans underwent a spontaneous lysis at a much higher rate than PMN's from non-septic dogs. A functional difference in PMN's from normal and septic dogs is indicated.